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Chap, iv gives the definition of the value- judgment. It may be 
defined (i) linguistically (a value is predicated of an object). But 
most judgments are not so simple. We have (2) value-judgments 
psychologically considered, "which are formed upon the basis of per- 
sonal appreciation orvaluation," as, " Honor thy father and thy mother." 
(3) The value-judgment from the critical {erkenntniskritischen) point 
of view, " whose validity arises not as the result of observation and 
thought, but which is founded upon the attitude of the feeling-willing 
{fuhlend-wollenden) man to the object before the mind." These judg- 
ments the author names thymctic. This is the broadest view of the 
value-judgment. The assertion " God is love " lies beyond the sphere of 
the intellectual syllogism, and carries us into the realm of the feeling 
or the will, where the man as a spiritual whole faces the external object. 

In chap, v the author finally settles the question whether state- 
ments of belief maybe classed as value- judgments. They are" thy - 
metic " judgments. The author contrasts, by way of illustration, the 
several Weltanschauungen — pessimistic, pantheistic, and Christian. 
They are based upon different valuations of man and the world, result- 
ing, not from our intellectual discernments, but from the peculiarity of 
the spiritual nature, the feelings, and the will. Here our author gives 
an admirable analysis of 1 John 4 : 8 f., where he shows that our belief 
in a God of love depends upon a thymetic judgment of Christ's life. 

The concluding chapter deals with the general validity of religious 
value-judgments. They are of the nature of a practical demonstration 
by which alone the truth of Christianity can be established. 

This pamphlet is perhaps the most exhaustive and satisfactory inves- 
tigation yet made into a subject which modern theology has brought 
to the forefront of interest. It is to be hoped that English and 
American scholars will shortly turn their attention to this branch of 
research, which so far they have practically ignored. 

L. Henry Schwab. 
New York City. 

Back to Christ. Some Modern Forms of Religious Thought. 
By Walter Spence. Chicago: McClurg, 1900. Pp.222. 

This book is not written for the scholar, but is a readable popular 
summary of the "new theology," and is intended to show any thought- 
ful reader what can be made of the distinctive Christian doctrines 
under the most "modern " handling. While claiming to conserve the 
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substance of evangelical truth, each of its cardinal tenets is restated. 
The Scriptures are inspired as supreme religious literature, provi- 
dentially preserved. Christ is the sole ultimate authority in religion. 
The Trinity is modal. "The essence of sin is selfishness." The 
atonement includes neither propitiation to God for sin nor reconcilia- 
tion of God to man, but rather " the sacrifice of Christ was an actual 
giving of divine life to humanity." Salvation consists in the actual 
removal of sin and in self-sacrifice, to both of which Christ furnished a 
motive ; salvation therefore is following Christ. The penalty of sin 
consists in its effects, and cannot really be annulled ; salvation " trans- 
forms penalty into a means of grace to help us on to a complete 
emancipation from sin." The only second coming of Christ is his 
coming into Christian hearts. The judgment is based on the record 
of sin on character. The only resurrection from the dead is at death. 
All punishment is reformatory and must come to an end. 

The tone of the book is devout and enthusiastic, but its thought is 
indefinite. Many of its statements, if recast in exact terms, would 
mean either much more or much less than is intended. 

J. Forsyth Crawford. 
Beaver Dam, Wis. 

Lehrbuch der Liturgik. Erster Band : Die Lehre vom Getnein- 
degottesdienst. Von G. Rietschel. Berlin : Reuther & Rei- 
chard, 1900. Pp. xii+609. M. 11. 

This volume belongs to the Samtnlung von LehrbUchern der prak- 
tischen Theologie in gedrangter Darstellung, now being issued under the 
general editorship of Professor Hering, of Halle. It is to be followed 
in time by a second volume, treating of Die einzelnen kasuellen Hand- 
lungen, such as ordination, baptism, confirmation, burial, etc. 

This elaborate treatise merits far more attention from American 
students than it is likely to receive. Its mere size and fulness of 
detail will affright the hasty reader, and its method is, unfortunately, 
one for which many of our theological and ministerial workers have 
not been in the habit of showing much care or respect. It essays to 
study the science or theory of public worship in all its three inevitable 
aspects — the philosophic, the historical, and the practical. Nearly 
seven-tenths of the whole are devoted to the historical part, the remain- 
der being divided between the other two, with greater emphasis on 
practical questions than on the pure theory. From this division of the 
space we are at once prepared for the strong statement on p. 16 of the 



